04/01/2004 15:12 FAX 1 85&W?8 5099 



FISH AND RICHARDSON 



©002/024 



Attorney's Docket No.: 16821-005001 / 2000-089-1 



RECEIVED 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

Applicant : Murakami et al. Art Unit : 3626 

Serial No. : 09/349,423 Examiner : Robert W. Morgan 

Filed : July 7, 1999 

Title - VEHICLE SHARING SYSTEM AND METHOD INVOLVING RESERVE 
VEHICLES WITH HIGHEST STATE OF CHANGE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



APR 0 1 2004 




PKTTTTON TO WITHDRAW NOTICE OF ABAN DONMENT 
Under 37 CFR § § 1 .8(b) and 1 . 1 8 1 , applicant hereby petitions to withdraw the Notice of 
Abandonment mailed March 24, 2004 (copy enclosed). The application was abandoned under 
37 CFR § 1 . 1 35 for failure to respond to the Notice of Improper Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) mailed November 10, 2003. 

The undersigned, applicant's attorney of record, first became aware of the abandonment 
on March 26, 2004, upon receipt of the Notice of Abandonment and submits that this petition to 
withdraw the Notice is being promptly submitted as required by 37 CFR §1. 8(b)(1). 

The following documents are submitted under 37 CFR §1 .8(bX2) as proof that a 
Response was timely filed on December 19, 2004: 

1. A copy of the Petition to Revive Application under 37 CFR 1.137(b), including an 
executed certificate of mailing signed by Nancy Grant on December 19, 2003; 

2. A copy of the Request for Continued Examination Transmittal, including an 
executed certificate of mailing signed by Nancy Grant on December 19, 2003; 

3. A copy of the Reply to the Office Action mailed April 14, 2003, including an 
executed certificate of mailing signed by Nancy Grant on December 19, 2003; and 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION BY FACSlMll-E 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by 
facsimile to the Patent and Trademark Office on the daw indicated 



bet aw. 



Date of Transmission 



Signature 




Nancy Grant. 

Typed or Printed Name of Pcreon Sirring Certificate 

PAGE 2/24 "RCVD AT4/1/2004 6:11:38 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 1 DNJS:8729306 1 CSID:1 858 678 5099' DURATION (mm*$):0840 



04/01/2004 15:12 FAX 1 85£ 



IB 5099 



FISH AND RICHARDSON 



©003/024 



Applicant : Murakami et al. 

Serial No. : 09/349,423 

Filed : July 7, 1999 

Page : 2 of 2 



Attorney's Docket Mo.: 16821-005001 / 2000-089-1 



4. A copy of the return postcard that was included with the above-referenced 
documents showing that the documents were received by the U. S. Patent Office mailroom on 
December 22, 2003, 

Applicant submits that the Petition to Revive, RCE and Reply described above were 
timely filed and requests that the Notice of Abandonment be withdrawn. 

Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050, 

Respectfully submitted, 




Date: 




— 



Julia 
(eg. No. 54,780 



PTO Customer No. 20985 
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
12390 El Camino Real 
San Diego, California 92130 
Telephone: (858)678-5070 
Facsimile: (858) 678-5099 



1038l4S7.doc 



PAGE 3(24 ' RCVD AT 41112004 6:11:38 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3* DNIS:87293C6 ' CSID:1 858 678 5099 1 DURATION (mm-ss):08-OC 



04/01/2004 15:14 FAX 1 85^Pf8 5099 FISH AND RICHARDSON ©009/024 

Attorney Docket No. : 1^1-005001 / 2000-089-1 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant : Murakami et al. Art Unit : 3626 _ 

Serial No;: 09/349,423 Examiner : R. W. Morgan 

T^tle • VE^CLE S^ING SYSTEM AND METHOD INVOLVING RESERVE 

" VEHICLES WITH HIGHEST STATE OF CHANGE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

REPLY 

Introductory Comments ; 

In reply to the action mailed April 14, 2 003, please amend 
the application as indicated on the following pages. Claims 1- 
35 are pending, with claims 1, 2, 9, 19, and 35 being 
independent- Claims 1, 2, 9, 19, and 35 have been amended. No 
new matter has been added. Applicant asks that all claims.be 
allowed in view of the amendments and remarks contained on the 

following pages. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of 

claims which begins on page 2 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 12 of this paper. 
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Amendments to the Claims: 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A method for determining an order of 
allocating electric vehicles for use depending on different 
charge levels of the vehicles, the method comprising the otcpo 



h -„j , nnnv nnirr r eceiving from a use r an expected 
distance of an intended trip a specific, planned trip; 

selecting a group of vehicles having charge levels which 
are adequate for covering said expected distance of an intended 
**=3rB -the specific, planned trip ; and 

allocating a vehicle having a second highest level of 
charge in the selected group if there are two or more vehicles 
in said group. 

2. (Currently amended) A method for allocating one or more 
vehicles from a fleet of electric powered vehicles to one or 
more users, wherein each vehicle has a state of charge (SOC) at 
any given time, the method comprising: 

receiving a travel request from a nm*r . wherein the travel 
request includes information concernin g a specific, planned trig 
and the information is usable to d etermine the SOC necessary for 
that trip ; 

selecting a group of one or more vehicles from the fleet, 
where each selected vehicle has a SOC sufficient to meet the 
travel request from the user; and 
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if the group includes more than one vehicle, then 
allocating the vehicle having the second highest SOC in the 
group for the user, and if the group includes only one vehicle, 
then allocating said one vehicle to the user. 

3. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, wherein 
said step of receiving a travel request comprises receiving 
information associated with an expected distance of travel and 
wherein Baid step of selecting a group comprises selecting one 
or more vehicles, each with a sufficient SOC to travel the 
expected distance . 

4. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, wherein 
said step of receiving a travel request comprises receiving 
information associated with an expected time period of use and 
wherein said step of selecting a group comprises selecting one 
or more vehicles, each with a sufficient SOC to travel for the 
expected time period. 

5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, wherein 
said step of receiving a travel request comprises receiving 
information associated with an expected destination port and an 
expected distance of travel beyond a direct route to the 
destination port and wherein said step of selecting a group 
comprises selecting one or more vehicles, each with a sufficient 
SOC to travel the combined distance of the direct route to the 
destination port and expected distance of travel beyond the 
direct route . 
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6. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, further 
comprising the step of identifying the allocated vehicle to the 
user. 

7. (Original) A method as recited in claim 6, wherein 
said step of identifying the allocated vehicle to the user 
comprises displaying identification information to the- user on a 
display device. 

8. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, wherein 
said step of receiving a travel request comprises: 

displaying a map to the user; and 

receiving user- selected map locations corresponding to 
locations on the displayed map through a user-interface 
associated with the displayed map. 

9. (Currently amended) A method for allocating one or 
more vehicles from a fleet of electric powered vehicles to one 
or more users, wherein each vehicle has a state of charge (SOC) 
at any given time, the method comprising: 

providing a user- interface terminal at one or more ports; 

receiving travel request information from a user at a user- 
interface terminal and communicating the travel request 
information to a computer , wherein the trave l request includes 
information concerning a specific, planned trip and the 
information is usable to determine the SOC necessary for that 
trip ; 

operating the computer to select a group of one or more 
vehicles from the fleet, where each selected vehicle has an SOC 
sufficient to meet the travel request information from the user; 
and 
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if the group includes more Chan one vehicle, then operating 
Che computer to allocate the vehicle having the second highest 
SOC in the group for the user, and if the group includes only 
one vehicle, then allocating said one vehicle to the user. 

10. (Original) A method as recited in claim 9, wherein 

said step of receiving travel request information comprises , 
receiving information associated with an expected distance of 
travel and wherein said step of operating the computer to select 
a group comprises selecting one or more vehicles, each with a 
sufficient SOC to travel the expected distance. 

I 

11. (Original) A method as recited in claim 9, wherein 
said step of receiving travel request information comprises 
receiving information associated with an expected time period of 
use and wherein said step of controlling Che computer to select 
a group comprises selecting one or more vehicles, each with a 
sufficient SOC to travel for the expected time period. 

12. (original) A method as recited in claim 9, wherein 
said step of receiving travel request informacion comprises 
receiving information associated with an expected destination 
port and an expected distance of travel beyond a direct route to 
Che destination port and wherein said seep of operating the 
computer to select a group comprises selecting one or more 
vehicles, each with a sufficient SOC to travel the combined 
distance of the direcc route to the destinacion port and 
expected distance of travel beyond the direct route. 

13. (Original) A method as recited in claim 9, further 
comprising the step of displaying vehicle identification 
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information on a display device at the port facility from which 
travel information is received, identifying the vehicle 
allocated to the user. 

14. (Original) A method as recited in claim 9, wherein: 
said step of providing a user -interface terminal at one or 
more ports comprises providing a user- interface at a plurality 
of ports disposed at geographically remote locations relative to 
each other; 

each port has a vehicle search group (VSG) in which more 
than one and less than all of the vehicles from the fleet may be 
located at any given time; and 

B aid step of operating, the computer to select a group of 
one or more vehicles from the fleet comprises selecting a group 
from the VSG of the port from which travel information is 
received . 

15. (Original) A method as recited in claim 14, wherein 
the VSG of any given port includes vehicleB parked at a parking 
facility at the port. 

16. (Original) A method as recited in claim 15, wherein 
the VSG of any given port further includes vehicles due to 
arrive at the port within a preset time period. 

17. (original) A method as recited in claim 16, wherein 
the VSG of any given port further includes vehicles due to 
become sufficiently charged at the port within a preset time 

period. 
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18. (Original) A method as recited in claim 15, wherein 
the VSG of any given port further includes vehicles due to 
become sufficiently charged at the port within a preset time 
period. 

19. (Currently amended) A vehicle allocation system for 
allocating one or more vehicles from a fleet of electric powered 
vehicles to one or more users, wherein each vehicle has a state 
of charge (80C) at any given time, the vehicle allocation system 
comprising: 

one or more ports at geographically remote locations 
relative to each other, each port having a user- interface , 
terminal for receiving a travel request from a user , wherein the 
travel request includes informatio n concerning a specific ^ 
r i a nn»d trio arid the information is usable to determine the SOC 

necessary for thac trip ; 

a computer system coupled in communication with at least 
one user- interface terminal and programmed to respond to a 
travel request received from a user, for selecting a group of 
one or more vehicles from the fleet, where each selected vehicle 
has a SOC sufficient to meet the travel request from the user, 
said computer system being further programmed to allocate the 
vehicle having the second h ighest SOC in the group for the user, 
if the group includes more than one vehicle and to allocate the 
vehicle in the group if the group includes only one vehicle. 

20. (Original) A systemas recited in claim 19, wherein 
said computer system comprises a central station computer system 
coupled in communication with a plurality of user- interface 
terminals at a plurality of said ports. 
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21. (Original) A system ae recited in claim 19, wherein 
said travel request comprises information associated with an 
expected distance of travel and wherein said group comprises one 
or more vehicles, each with a sufficient SOC to travel the 

expected distance. 

22. (Original) A system as recited in claim 19, wherein 
said travel request comprises information associated with an 
expected time period of use and wherein said group comprises one 
or more vehicles, each with a sufficient SOC to travel for the 
expected time period. 

23. (Original) A system as recited in claim 19, wherein 
said travel request comprises information associated with an 
expected, destination port and an expected distance of travel 
beyond a direct route to the destination port and wherein said 
group comprises one or more vehicles, each with a sufficient SOC 
to travel the combined distance of the direct route to the 
destination port and expected distance of travel beyond the 
direct route. 

24. (Original) A system as recited in claim .19, wherein 
each port is provided with a display device for displaying 
identification information, identifying an allocated vehicle to 
a user. 

25. (Original) a system as recited in claim 19, wherein 
each of user -interface terminals comprises a display device far 
displaying a map to the user and an user/display interface for 
receiving user-selected map locations corresponding to locations 
on the displayed map from a user. 
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26. (Original) A system as recited in claim 20, wherein: 
each port has a vehicle search group (VSG) in which more 
than one and less than all of the vehicle from the fleet may be 
located at any given time; and 

.. said - computer is programmed to select a group of one or 
more vehicles by selecting a group from the VSG of the port from 
which travel information is received. ; 

27. (Original) A system as recited in claim 26, wherein 
each port includes a vehicle parking facility at which one or 
more vehicles may be parked at any given time and the VSG of a 
given port includes vehicles parked at a parking facility at the , 

port . 

28. (Original) A system as recited in claim 27, wherein 
each port includes at least one vehicle charging facility and 
the VSG of a given port further includes vehicles due to become 
sufficiently charged at the port within a preset time period. 

29. (Original) A system as recited in claim 27, wherein 
the VSG of a given port further includes vehicles due to arrive 
at the port within a preset time period. 

30. (Original). A system as recited in claim 29, wherein 
each port includes at least one vehicle charging facility and 
the VSG of a given port further includes vehicles due to become 
sufficiently charged at the port within a preset time period. 

31. (original) A system as recited in claim 19, further 
comprising a plurality of vehicle subsystems associated on a 
one-to-one basis with the vehicles from the fleet, each vehicle 
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subsystem including means for detecting the SOC of its 
associated vehicle and for transmitting information 
corresponding to the detected SOC to the computer system. 

32. (Original) A system as recited in claim 19, wherein 
the request includes user identification information and wherein 
said computer system is programmed to further base the vehicle 
selection on the user identification information. 

33. (Original) A system as recited in claim 32, wherein 
said computer system includes a storage of vehicle preference 
information associated with each user identification and is 
programmed to retrieve from storage vehicle preference 
information associated with user identification information 
received from a port terminal and to further base the vehicle 
selection on the vehicle preference information. 

34. (Original) A system as recited in claim 33, wherein 
the vehicle preference information comprises information from 
the group consisting of: number of vehicle wheels, number of 
vehicle doors, preferred minimal SOC or range of SOCs, distance 
usually traveled, and usual duration of vehicle use. 

35. (Currently amended) A method for allocating one or 
more vehicles from a fleet of electric powered vehicles to one 
or more users, wherein each vehicle has a state of charge (SOC) 
at any given time, the method comprising: 

receiving a travel request from a "««r, wherein the travel 
request includes information conce rning a specific, planned trip 
and the information is usable to determ ine the SOC necessary for 
that trip ; 
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selecting a first group of one or more vehicles from the 
fleet, where each selected vehicle has a SOC sufficient to meet 
the travel request from the user; 

selecting a second group of N vehicles, having the N highest 
SOCs of the vehicles within the first group, wherein N is a 
predetermined positive integer greater than 1; and 

allocating to the user the vehicle having the highest SOC 
of vehicles in the second group but not the first group. 
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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the above -referenced 
application are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-7, 9-24, and 2S-35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Tagami et al. (US 
5,812,070, hereinafter "Tagami"). This rejection is traversed. 

The claimed subject matter is directed towards a vehicle 
sharing system and method that involve reserving vehicles with 
the highest state of charge ("SOC").. Travel information 
concerning a "specific, planned trip" may be received. The 
information is usable to determine the SOC necessary for that 
trip. A group of vehicles with a sufficient SOC to meet the 
specific, planned trip is selected. Prom the group of vehicles 
with a sufficient SOC, the second or N highest SOC vehicle in 
the group may be chosen. 

The information concerning the specific, planned trip may 
include a distance for the trip, a time period of use, or 
information about an expected distance of travel beyond a direct 
route (see, for example, claims 3, 4, and 5) . 

Tagami teaches a vehicle sharing system that fundamentally 
differs because Tagami relies upon past usag e history to 
allocate cars. In Tagami, information about a user is stored on 
an IC card. The past usage history is used to allocate a 
vehicle with a sufficient SOC. The IC card in Tagami does not 
include information about a specific, plann ed trip- i-e. 
information about a single, future trip - where that information 
is usable to determine the SOC necessary for that trip . Thus , 
because Tagami does not teach or suggest using information about 
a specific, planned trip to determine a sufficient SOC for 



12 



PAGE 20/24* RCVD AT 411/2004 6:11:38PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729305 * CS1D:1 858 678 5099* DURATION (mm-ss):08-00 



04/01/2004 15:18 FAX 1 858 5099 FISH AND RICHARDSON g)021/024 

Serial No. s 09/3« 9 .4 2 # Attorney Docket Ko. . iA-005001 / 2000-089-! 

allocating vehicles, the present claims, as amended, are 
patentable in view of Tagami. 

In addition, Tagami fails to teach or suggest the 
limitation of selecting a group of vehicles having sufficient 
SOC for a specific, planned trip or travel request (see 
independent claims 1, 2, 9, 19, 35). In Tagami, "the shared 
vehicle rental system selects a motor vehicle whose battery is 
not fully charged for a user whose past traveled distance is 
relatively short" (col. 8, lines 29-32). Tagami does not teach 
or suggest selecting a group of vehicles having a sufficient 
SOC. 

In addition, Tagami teaches away from the feature of 
allocating the second highest or N highest SOC vehicle (see 
independent claims 1, 2, 9, 19, 35). The Official Action mailed 
March 28, 2001 acknowledges that allocating a vehicle having the 
second highest or N highest SOC in the group is not a feature 
disclosed in Tagami (Official Action mailed 3/2 8/01, pages 3, 
13-14) . The Official Action further states that it would have 
been obvious, "to select a vehicle having the second highest [or 
N highest] charge since the vehicle with the second highest 
charge still meets the inventive concept of Tagami for selecting 
a vehicle with a minimum amount of cha rge, because it would 
leave the vehicle with the most charge still a vailable which 
therefore increases the operating efficiency " (emphasis 
added) (Official Action mailed 3/28/01, page 3) . 

Vehicles in the claimed subject matter are allocated, such 
that, out of the group of vehicles that are sufficiently 
charged, the vehicles allocated tend to be well charged. I.e. a 
vehicle that ie the second highest or N highest charged vehicle 
in the group of sufficiently charged vehicles will tend to be 
more charged than vehicles with a mere sufficient amount of 
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charge necessary for a trip. Vehicles tend to be well charged 
in order to increase the battery charging efficiency of the 
fleet of vehicles, as battery charging efficiency tends to be 
increased if well charged vehicles are allocated prior to 
vehicles with a mere sufficient SOC for a trip (see present 
application, page 13, lines 4-17) . 

Tagami teaches away from this method of allocating , 
vehicles. In Tagami, vehicles are allocated such that a user 
with a short past average traveled distance receives a vehicle 
with a low amount of charge and a user with a long past average 
traveled distance receives a vehicle with a high amount of 
charge (Tagami col. 4, line 63 through col. 5, line 16). Thus, , 
the aim of increasing, operating efficiency in Tagami appears to 
be focused on allocating vehicles rela tive to past usage 
history . This teaches away from allocating vehicles with the 
second highest or N highest SOC because vehicles with a Second 
or N highest SOC would not tend to be charged relative to the 
past usage history. ' Rather, the vehicles allocated would tend 
to be well charged; unlike Tagami, well -charged vehicles tend to 
be allocated before vehicles that are merely sufficient. Thus, 
Tagami teaches away from the limitation of allocating a second 
highest or N highest SOC vehicle. 

For all of these reasons, the Applicant suggests that 
claims 1, 2, 9, 19, and 35 are allowable. Additionally, claims 
3-7, 10-18, 20-24, and 26-34 are dependent upon independent 
claims 2. 9, and 19, thus these claims should also be allowable. 

Claims 8 and 25 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over Tagami in view of Klein et al. 
(US 5,726,885, hereinafter "Klein"). This rejection is 
traversed. Because claims 8 and 25 depend on independent claims 
2 and 19, respectively, and neither Tagami nor Klein teach or 
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suggest: using information about a specific, planned trip to 
allocate vehicles with a sufficient SOC or selecting a group 
vehicles having sufficient SOC for a specific, planned trip, 
these claims should also be allowable. 



of the above amendments and remarks, therefore. 



of the claims should be in condition for allowance. A form 
notice to that effect is respectfully requested. 

Please apply any necessary charges or credits to Depos 
Account No. 06-1050. 



USPTO Customer No. i 20985 
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
123 90 El Camino Real 
San Diego, California 9213 0 
Te 1 ephone : (858) 678-5070 
Facsimile: (858) 678-5099 

10352825 -doc 



Respectfully submitted, 




15 



PAGE 23/24 * RCVD AT 4/1/2004 6:11 :38 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0€ FXRF-113 1 DNiS:8729306 ' CSD):1 858 678 5099 ' DURATION (mm-ss):08-C0 



04/01/2004 15:19 FAX 1 858 5099 FISH AND RICHARDSON 



@] 024/024 



Axiom ey s OocKei MO. 
16821-005001 


Express Man i-aocl mo. 


Mailing Date 
December 1 9, 2003 


For PTO Use Only 

Do Not Mark iff This Arta 


Application No. 
09/349,423 


Filing Date 

July 7, 1999 


Attorney/Secretary fait 
JZJ/nSR 




Tide of the Invention ^ 

VEHICLE SHARING SYSTEM AND METHOD INVOLVING 
RESERVE VEHICLES WITH HIGHEST STATE OF CHANGE 




Applicant 

Murakami et al. 




Cltem Reference No- 
2O00-089-1 




Enclosures 

•Amendment/Response (15 pages) 

-Check in the amount of $1330.00 

-Petition to Revive Application Under 37 CFR 1.137(b) 

Request for Continued Examiantion (RCE) Transmittal 





PAGE 24/24 ' RCVD AT 4/112004 6:1 1:38 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVRUSPTO-EFXRM 13 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:1 858 678 5099 ' DURATION (mm-ss):08-00 



04/01/^004 1i>:13 I- AX 1 «58^f« i>0bU r 1SH ANU KlUHAKUSUN OOb/024 



Attorney's DockJWB.: 16821-005001/2000-089-1 

IN THE UNITED S TATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant : Murakami et al. Art Unit : 3626 

Serial No. : 09/349,423 Examiner : R. W.Morgan 

Filed : July 7, 1999 

Title : VEHICLE SHARING SYSTEM AND METHOD INVOLVING RESERVE 
VEHICLES WITH HIGHEST STATE OF CHANGE 

MAIL STOP PETITIONS 

Commissioner for Patents 
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Applicant hereby petitions under 37 CFR §1.137(b) to revive the above application, 
which went abandoned on October 14, 2003 for failure to respond to the Official Action mailed 
April 14, 2003. 
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RCE transmittal and a reply to the current Office Action to be considered if this petition is 
accepted (see MPEP 706.07(h)nLC> regarding the acceptability of a "conditional" RCE), and 2) 
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Action was due, prior counsel filed a continued prosecution application ("CPA"). The CPA 
would have been proper under the MPEP Revised Edition 8 to continue prosecution* as the 
application was filed before May 2000* However, the prior counsel failed to realize that the CPA 
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Once this case was received and fully entered into our docketing systems, we prepared this 
petition and a proper "conditional" RCE as soon as possible. Thus, the entire delay, from the due 
date for a response to the Final Office Action, to this filing of a grantable petition was 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 

I hereby certify under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) thai this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United Suies Postal Service a? first class rail with 
sufficient postage on the date indicated below and is addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1*50, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. 

„ Pwerrfrff 19.7003 

Date of Deposit 
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Nancy Gram 



Typed ot Printed Name of Person Signing Certified 
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Please apply any other charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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For 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 
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Moil Stop RCE 

Commissioner for Patents 
. P.O. Box 1450 
Vtexandfia, VA 22313-1450 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/349,423 



July 7. 1999 



Murakami et al 



3626 



Robert W. Morgan 



16621-005001 



This la a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F,R. §1.114 of the abovwdontin^ppncBtion. 

R^u^t forContinued Examination (RCE) pracfic* under 37 CFR 1,114 does not apply to ^ ^^J^?^ 1 ^^? 53 ^ 10 UrYe 
1995, or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet far RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2.. 



| submission required under ,37 C.F.R. §1.114 j Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and 
amendments enclosed with the RCE wit) bo entered In the order In which they were filed unless applicant Instructs otherwise, tf 
applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendments) entered, applicant must request non-entry of sucn 
amendment^) 

a. □ Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendment filed after the final Office action may be 
considered as a submission even If this box Is not checked. 

L □ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on ( 

ii. □ Other 



b. IS Enclosed 

I. Amendment/Reply 

il. □ Affidavft(s)/Dedaration(s) 



in. 



□ Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

□ Other 



2. (Miscellaneous J 

a □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. §1 .103(c) for a 

period of. months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 C.F.R. §1 .17(i) required) 

b. □ Other 

3. [ Fee j The RCE fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(e) is required by 37 C.F.R. §1.114 when the RCE is filed. 

a. H The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 

Deposit Account No. 06^1050 

i. E3 RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 

ii, □ Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.136 and 1.17) 
Hi. El Other Anv deficiencies 

b. □ Check in the amount of S enclosed 



c. □ Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 enclosed) 



r 

Nome (Print/Type) 


SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, AT 

^Joseph Juiianp ^ * » 


TORNEY OR AGENT REQUIRED 

Registration No. (Attorney/Agent) \ 54,780 


Signature 




Date f -2/f<?/cT2 J 



I hereby certify that this correspondence Is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail In an envelope 
addressed to Mail Stop RCE. Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or facsimile transmitted to the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on the date shown below. 



Na me (Print/Type) Nancy Grant ^ 
— s!a~ £* 



Signature 



Date 



December 19, 2003 
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